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her allowance, for certain uses, which her woman received,
and was to pay to the lady or her order, as it was called for.
But after eight years, it appeared upon the strictest calcula-
tion, that the woman had paid but four pound a year, and
sunk two-and-twenty for her own pocket. It is but supposing
instead of twenty-six pound, twenty-six thousand, and by
that you may judge what the pretensions of modern merit
are, where it happens to be its own paymaster.

one of her own letters, in which she had pressed me to take the 2,ooo/.
a year ; and I wrote at the same time to ask Her Majesty whether she
would allow me to charge in the privy-purse accounts, which I was to
send her, that yearly sum from the time of the offer, amounting to
i8,ooo/. Her Majesty was pleased to answer, that I might charge it.
This therefore I did3' (" An Account of the Conduct of ... Duchess
of Marlborough," 1742, pp. 293-5). The Duchess of Somerset and
Mrs. Masharn superseded the Duchess of Marlborough in January,
[T.S.]